Van Ark Families Associated with the
Holland Farmhouse Inn B&B

The Holland Farmhouse was built in the early 1870s by Gradus Van Ark.

Gradus Van Ark was born on November 3, 1836, in the Netherlands, in Hattem, about 50
miles east of Amsterdam. In the 1850s, he married Aaltje Oldenhof, born on May 11,
1830, in the nearby region of Epe.

In 1847, the Holland community in Michigan was settled by Dutch Calvinists led by
Albertus Van Raalte. Agriculturally, the area shared many characteristics with the
Netherlands; and the land was more plentiful. Van Raalte encouraged Dutch farmers to
immigrate. In response, Gradus and Aaltje Van Ark moved to Holland, Michigan, in 1866.

Gradus & Aaltje Van Ark had seven children:

Born in the Netherlands
Herman Van Ark (b: 1858 — d: 1919)
Jacobus Van Ark (b: 1861 —d: 1873)
Aaltje Van Ark  (b: 1863 — d: 1931)

Born in Holland, Michigan
Johanna Van Ark (b: 1868 — d: 1947)
Frank Van Ark  (b: 1870 — d: 1937)
Hendrik Van Ark (b: 1872 —d: 1952)
Bertus Van Ark  (b: 1875 —d: 1964)

Gradus Van Ark was a carpenter and builder. Michigan was heavily forested, and timber
from the area was widely used in construction within the Midwest and elsewhere.
Gradus owned a lumberyard and mill at the corner of River Avenue and 10" Street, later
the site of the Holland Post Office and, presently, the Holland Museum.

With their sons, he built some of Holland's most significant wooden structures, including
the Third Reformed Church sanctuary, often called “the wooden cathedral.” After the
1871 Holland fire, he built the Isaac Cappon house, now the Cappon House Museum.
With their sons, he owned and operated the Holland Furniture Company plant. With
Frank and Hendrik, he built a three-story furniture store, this being the building that is
still present at 23-25 West 8 Street.

Aaltje Oldenhof Van Ark died in 1911. In 1921, Gradus Van Ark married Aagje Rozel
(b. 1852), a resident of Holland, Michigan. Gradus died on December 28, 1924. The date
of Aagje’s death is not confirmed.

The farmhouse with the adjacent property was inherited by Johanna Van Ark. She, in
1895, had married Albert Oosterhof (b: 1866 — d: 1946), who was in college and
preparing to become a Dutch Reformed minister. They had four children:

Harold Judson (1897-1982) Arthur Livingston (1903-1952)
Gerard Gordon (1899-1983) Willis McKay (1906-1971)



The farm’s property originally extended east from Central Avenue to near the location
of Columbia Avenue, north towards the urban area of Holland, and south into Fillmore
Township in Allegan County. (At the time, the Ottawa-Allegan County boundary at 32"
Street was the northern boundary of Fillmore Township.)

The farm’s property was divided among his children after Gradus’s death. Hendrik
inherited the portion of the property south of 32" Street, and he resided in a house on
Central Avenue on that land. Johanna inherited the farmhouse and adjacent property.
The remaining land associated with the farm was sold.

Following his retirement in 1935, Albert and Johanna Van Ark Oosterhof returned to
Holland, Michigan, and resided at the Holland Farmhouse. Albert died in 1946, and
Johanna in 1947, and their four sons inherited the property. Willis inherited the
farmhouse and three acres adjacent to the house. The remaining property was inherited
and sold by the other three sons.

Willis Oosterhof, in 1930, married Sena LaDue, originally from Carson City, Michigan.
They had four children. In 1951, the family moved to the farmhouse. Willis died in 1971.
After Sena died in 1984, the farmhouse was sold for the first time.

The American actress Joan Van Ark, who in 1978 began the role of Valene Ewing on the
CBS series Dallas, and then was a leading character for 13 seasons in the spin-off Knots
Landing (1979-92), is a descendant of Gradus and Aaltje Van Ark. Hendrik Van Ark was
her grandfather. The WIKIPEDIA! website article about Joan Van Ark references this
background. A Genealogy Magazine? online article about Joan Van Ark provides
additional information, including stories about life at the house.

On October 17, 1952, the day after Hendrik Van Ark passed, The Holland Evening
Sentinel published an extended obituary on its front page, including additional details of
the farmhouse and family legacies. The August 25, 1996, Sunday edition of The Holland
Sentinel carried an article by Laurie Van Ark, a decedent of Gradus Van Ark, and
administrative assistant at the Holland Historical Trust.

! Wikipedia article on Joan Van Ark: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan Van Ark
2 The Dutch-American Roots of Joan Van Ark. Genealogy Magazine article by James
Pylant, 2006. https://www.genealogymagazine.com/joan-van-ark/




